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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hamdi (USP 6205124) in view of Kumar (USP 6163531). 

Hamdi discloses a terminal (Fig 8) which comprising a controller for processing signaling 
information for a point-to-multipoint connection between the multimedia terminal and a plurality 
of terminals (Fig 8, Ref 538 and Fig 2b, Ref 169 is multipoint control unit for processing setup 
signal between the remote terminal 180 and 188 and the system 151); a mixer, connected to said 
controller for mixing data streams originating at the muUimedia terminal and at the plurality of 
terminals and for providing data stream mixtures the plurality of terminals and mixer provides to 
each respective one of the plurality of terminals respective one of the DataStream mixtures 
including a mixture multimedia terminal and at a respective other one of the plurality of 
terminals (Fig 1 is a multimedia system comprising a multipoint control unit as show at Fig 2 
and Fig 1 of Ref 151 having audio mix and control Ref 169 of Fig 2, See Fig 3, wherein the 
signals is received from the other terminals and original terminal is mixed by bridge 211, Ref 
220, 239 and 238 before transmitting to the other terminals); see col. 6, lines 61 to col. 8, lines 
56. However, Hamdi does not disclose a multimedia terminal for telephony based on ITU-T 
Standard H.323 for setting up a multipoint connection to a plurality of terminals in the preamble 
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for intended use. In the same field of endeavor, Kumar discloses a terminal having a multipoint 
controller for setup a teleconference based on ITU-323 (See Fig 2a, Ref 220 and 218 and col. 3, 
lines 22-40) 

Since, Hamdi suggests that DSVD multipoint control unit of a terminal using ITU for 
processing the setup a teleconference between the terminals. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to apply a H.323 
terminal for setup a teleconference between terminals as disclosed by Kumar's system into 
Hamdi 's system. The motivation would have been to reduce the cost of the system. 

Regarding claim 5, Hamdi discloses controller in conjunction with said mixer for 
providing the data stream mixtures, function as a multipoint- to-multipoint connection for all of 
said plurality of terminals (Fig 1 is a multimedia system comprising a multipoint control unit as 
show at Fig 2 and Fig 1 of Ref 151 having audio mix and control Ref 169 of Fig 2, See Fig 3, 
wherein the signals is received from the other terminals and original terminal is mixed by bridge 
211, Ref 220, 239 and 238 before transmitting to the other terminals). 

Regarding claim 7, Hamdi discloses a media controller for controlling mixer (Fig 8, Ref 

538). 

3. Claims 1-5, 7, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kumar (USP 6163531) in view of Hamdi (USP 6205124). 

Kumar discloses a terminal (Fig 2a, Ref 218 and 220) comprises a function module for 
setting up a multipoint connection to a first terminal and to a second terminal based on ITU-T 
Standard H.323 (Fig 2a, Ref 218 includes a function module for setting up a teleconference such 
h.225 and h.245, col. 3, lines 63-65); a controller (Fig 2a, Ref 220 which is a multipoint 
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controller which is impUcitly coupled to control module h.245 for processing signaling 
information between the terminals, See col. 3, lines 55-63), connected to said function module, 

for processing signaling information for a point-to-multipoint connection between the 

f 

multimedia terminal, the first terminal, and the second terminal (Fig 2a, 212, 214 and 218). 
However, in the same field of endeavor, Kumar fails to disclose a mixer, connected to said 
controller, for mixing data streams originating at the multimedia terminal, at the first terminal, 
and at the second terminal and for providing data stream mixtures to the first terminal and to the 
second terminal and provides to each respective one of the plurality of terminals respective one 
of the DataStream mixtures including a mixture multimedia terminal and at a respective other 
one of the plurality of terminals. In the same field of endeavor, Hamdi discloses a multipoint 
controller which coupled to a mixer for mixing data streams originating at the multimedia 
terminal, at the first terminal, and at the second terminal and for providing data stream mixtures 
to the first terminal and to the second terminal and provides to each respective one of the 
plurality of terminals respective one of the Data Stream mixtures including a mixture multimedia 
terminal and at a respective other one of the pliirality of terminals (Fig 1 is a multimedia system 
comprising a muhipoint control unit as show at Fig 2 and Fig 1 of Ref 151 having audio mix and 
control Ref 169 of Fig 2, See Fig 3, wherein the signals is received fi-om the other terminals and 
original terminal is mixed by bridge 211, Ref 220, 239 and 238 before transmitting to the other 
terminals, see col. 6, lines 61 to col. 8, lines 56). 

Since, Kumar suggests that a multipoint controller is located within the terminal for 
estabhshing a H.323 multipoint conference such three-way conference (it is well known in the 
art such H.323) and Hamdi suggests the use of V.70 and V.34 terminal which has a multipoint 
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controller for establishing a multipoint conference between its self and the other two terminals, 
includes a mixer for mixing its signal with the received signals from other two terminals before 
transmitting them to each other terminal and it is well known in the art that V.70 and V.34 
terminals exchanges information with a h.323 terminal. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to apply a mixer for 
mixing the original information that generated at the terminal with the received information from 
the different terminals and transmitting the mixed information to the other terminals as disclosed 
by Hamdi's system and method into Kumar's system and method. The motivation would have 
been to reduce the cost of the system. 

Regarding claims 5 and 10, Hamdi discloses controller in conjunction with said mixer for 
providing the data stream mixtures, fimction as a multipoint- to-multipoint connection for all of 
said plurality of terminals (Fig 1 is a multimedia system comprising a multipoint control unit as 
show at Fig 2 and Fig 1 of Ref 151 having audio mix and control Ref 169 of Fig 2, See Fig 3, 
wherein the signals is received from the other terminals and original terminal is mixed by bridge 
211, Ref 220, 239 and 238 before transmitting to the other terminals). 

Regarding claims 7 and 12, Hamdi discloses a media controller for controlling mixer (Fig 
8, Ref 538). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1/10/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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In response to applicant's argument of pages 9-10, the applicant states that Hamdi fails to 
disclose an user multimedia terminal that includes a controller and mixer. In reply, Hamdi 
discloses an user multimedia terminal comprising a controller and mixer (Figs 1-3 and fig 8 for 
mixing the streams from the remote multimedia terminals and its own stream in order to 
transmitting the mixed stream to the other multimedia terminals, Fig 3 wherein the bridge mixes 
its own stream with the other received stream from the other users before transmitting to the 
other users). Therefore, the terminal of Fig 3 is fiinction as a centralized and multimedia system. 

Furthermore, the appHcant states that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/w re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
In this case, Hamdi discloses a terminal which comprises a multi-point controller for using to 
setup a teleconference between the terminals wherein the mixed signals is transmitting on the 
POTS by a DSVD modem which uses ITU v. 34 modulation. Kumar discloses a h,323 terminal 
which compresses and formats the voice and data by utilizing ITU h.323 protocols. Since, a 
method and system for transmitting voice and data onto POTS by utilizing ITU H.323 protocol 
and V.34 protocol is well known and expected in the art. In order to transmitting a signal which 
is formatted by H.323 onto the POTS. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
compressed and formatted the transmitting signal by utilizing H.323 protocol; then the h.323 
signal is encoded and modulated by ITU v.34 protocol. This method and system is well known 
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and expected in the art for example Newlin, USP 5922047, 601 1579 and Naudus, US? 6105568. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to implement H.323 protocol as disclosed by Kumar into Hamdi's system which 
utilizes ITU V.34 protocol. The motivation would have been reduce the cost of the system for 
processing a conference call between at least three users. 

In response to page 1 1, the apphcant states that Kumar teaches away from the invention 
because Kumar contains a MCU. In reply, the examiner only applies a H.323 terminal which has 
a H.323 protocol for using to compress and format the input signal. Therefore, the teaching of 
Kumar does not teach away from the invention. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 
Merck & Co,, 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6, 8-9, 1 1 and 13-14 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven HD Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3159. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

hiformation regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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March 12, 2006 



